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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Agricultural Marketing Service 

[PY–00–004] 

Voluntary Grade Standards for Rabbits 
and U.S. Grade C-Quality Poultry

AGENCY: Agricultural Marketing Service, 
USDA.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Agricultural Marketing 
Service (AMS) is changing the voluntary 
United States Grade Standards for 
Rabbits. Specifically, the changes will 
add stewer rabbits to the roaster and 
mature rabbit class; update and clarify 
the tolerances for conformation, 
fleshing, disjointed and broken bones, 
and freezing; and provide new 
tolerances for cuts and tears and 
discolorations. The standards are being 
updated to provide more specific grade 
factors for increasing accuracy of grade 
determination. Additionally, AMS is 
updating the voluntary United States 
Grade Standards for Grade C-quality 
ready-to-cook poultry for consistency 
with existing U.S. Grade A and B 
standards.

EFFECTIVE DATE: September 5, 2002.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Contact Rex A. Barnes at (202) 720–
3271.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Poultry 
grading is a voluntary program provided 
under the Agricultural Marketing Act of 
1946, as amended, 7 U.S.C. 1621 et seq., 
and is offered on a fee-for-service basis. 
Section 203(c) of the Agricultural 
Marketing Act of 1946, as amended, 
directs and authorizes the Secretary of 
Agriculture ‘‘to develop and improve 
standards of quality, condition, grade, 
and packaging and recommend and 
demonstrate such standards in order to 
encourage uniformity and consistency 
in commercial practices * * *.’’ AMS is 
committed to carrying out this authority 

in a manner that facilitates the 
marketing of agricultural commodities. 

On December 4, 1995, the Voluntary 
United States Grade Standards for 
Rabbits and Poultry were removed from 
the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 
as part of the National Performance 
Review program. AMS continues to 
administer the voluntary standards, 
maintaining their existing numbering 
system, and copies of the official 
standards are available upon request. 

Background and Comments 

The U.S. Grade Standards for Rabbits 
have not been revised since developed 
on July 15, 1979. Since that time, rabbit 
producers and processors have 
requested that AMS clarify the rabbit 
standards by developing detailed defect 
tolerances for cuts and tears, 
discolorations, and freezing defects to 
reflect developing processing 
technology. 

Additionally, the U.S. Grade 
Standards for Rabbits and Poultry were 
last revised on April 29, 1998. AMS is 
updating the current requirements for 
U.S. Grade C-quality ready-to-cook 
poultry to be consistent with 
requirements for Grades A- and B-
quality poultry to facilitate application 
of the grades by the Agency and the 
industry. 

On August 16, 2001, a Notice 
announcing the proposed changes was 
published in the Federal Register (66 
FR 42988). No comments were received 
during the 60-day comment period. 

The Agency expects the changes to 
assist in the marketing of graded rabbit 
and poultry products, and is, therefore, 
revising the subject standards as 
proposed. Copies of the revised United 
States Grade Standards for Poultry and 
Rabbits are available at 
www.ams.usda.gov/poultry/standards, 
or write to David Bowden, Jr., Chief, 
Standardization Branch, Poultry 
Programs, AMS, USDA, 1400 
Independence Avenue, SW, STOP 0259, 
Washington, DC, 20250–0259; fax (202) 
690–0941; or phone (202) 720–3506. 
The changes are summarized as follows: 

Stewer Rabbits 

AMS is adding stewer rabbits to the 
class of roaster and mature rabbits and 
decreasing the age requirement for these 
rabbits to 6 months of age. This change 
is consistent with actual rabbit grower 
and breeding terminology. 

Grades A-, B-, and C-quality Rabbits

(1) Information provided for 
conformation and fleshing has been 
updated. Current grade criteria describe 
hip and back characterizations that are 
not applicable to meat-yielding rabbit 
breeds today. 

(2) Disjointed and broken bone 
criteria is updated to reflect processing 
techniques, including the presence of 
broken bones due to the removal of head 
and feet. Descriptions are added to 
indicate points at which a bone may be 
broken in relation to the presence of 
meat tissue. 

(3) The term ‘‘pockmarks’’ has been 
removed from the freezing defects 
section and replaced with ‘‘drying out of 
the outer layer of flesh.’’ AMS has found 
that the pockmarks traditionally found 
on skin-on poultry are not applicable to 
rabbits. The drying out of the outer layer 
of flesh (freezer burn) is a more 
descriptive explanation for freezing 
defects that occur on rabbit products 
during frozen storage. 

(4) New tolerances are established for 
cuts and tears. Current standards do not 
provide for hand and mechanical cuts 
needed to start the hide or pelt removal 
process. Processors have said that since 
the hide or pelt must be removed from 
all rabbits, a provision for the normal 
processing cuts is needed. AMS agrees 
and worked with the industry to 
develop a tolerance for the cuts and 
tears to reflect industry-processing 
techniques. 

(5) New discoloration tolerances 
include definitions to indicate whether 
slight, lightly shaded, or moderately 
shaded discolorations, blood clots, or 
incomplete bleeding will be allowed for 
each U.S. grade. Current standards do 
not indicate the dimensions for 
discolorations making the grade 
establishment of rabbit carcasses and 
parts more difficult. 

U.S. Grade C-quality Standards for 
Poultry 

AMS is clearly defining current U.S. 
Grade C-quality requirements in the 
same format that is used for Grades A- 
and B-quality poultry. Subject headings, 
text, and tables are added for poultry 
conformation, fleshing, fat covering, 
defeathering, exposed flesh, 
discolorations, trimming, and freezing 
defects. 

The current C-quality requirements 
have been utilized by AMS grading staff 
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for many years, and are already defined 
and printed in the Grade C-quality 
standard table and the Poultry Graders 
Handbook. No new requirements are 
imposed on industry with this format 
change. 

Other miscellaneous changes are 
being made to remove obsolete material, 
clarify, and simplify the standards.

Authority: 7 U.S.C. 1621.

Dated: August 27, 2002. 
A.J. Yates, 
Administrator, Agricultural Marketing 
Service.
[FR Doc. 02–22521 Filed 9–3–02; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3410–02–P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Commodity Credit Corporation 

Notice of Request for an Approval of 
a New Information Collection

AGENCY: Commodity Credit Corporation, 
USDA.
ACTION: Notice and request for 
comments. 

SUMMARY: The Commodity Credit 
Corporation (CCC) is seeking approval 
from the Office of Management and 
Budget (OMB) to obtain information 
regarding transportation brokerage 
services needed to meet domestic and 
export food assistance program needs. 

This information collection will allow 
CCC to determine the availability of 
brokers to meet CCC’s transportation 
needs. This agreement supplements the 
Standard Rules Tender (SRT) Governing 
Motor Carrier Transportation, and/or 
Standard Operating Agreement (SOA) 
Governing Intermodal Transportation 
which are currently approved.
DATES: Comments on this notice must be 
received on or before November 4, 2002 
to be assured consideration.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Greg 
Borchert, Chief, Planning and Analysis 
Division, Kansas City Commodity 
Office, 6501 Beacon Drive, Kansas City, 
Missouri 64133–4676, telephone (816) 
926–6509, fax (816) 926–1648; e-mail 
gmborchert@kcc.fsa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Title: 
Brokerage Agreement for the 
Transportation of USDA Commodities. 

OMB Control Number: 0560-New. 
Type of Request: Regular submission 

for a new collection. 
Abstract: CCC, through the Kansas 

City Commodity Office (KCCO), solicits 
bids from brokers for the purpose of 
providing transportation brokerage 
services of agricultural commodities. 
Only approved Intermodal Marketing 

Companies (IMC) will be authorized to 
provide rail trailer-on-flatcar/container-
on-flatcar (TOFC/COFC) service, that 
CCC hires, to provide program 
transportation needs. Only approved 
Motor Carriers will be authorized to 
provide over the road trucking service, 
that CCC hires, to meet domestic and 
export program needs. Intermodal 
Marketing Companies and Motor 
Carriers that choose to broker loads with 
the KCCO/Export Operations Division 
(EOD) are required to complete and 
submit the Brokerage Agreement for the 
Transportation of USDA Commodities 
form. This form is filled out one time 
only. EOD is collecting information to 
determine the brokers that are available 
to meet CCC requirements for hauling 
agricultural products for CCC. 

Estimate of Burden: Public reporting 
burden for collecting information under 
this notice is estimated to average 1 
hour per response, including the time 
for reviewing instructions, searching 
existing data sources, gathering and 
maintaining the data needed, and 
completing and reviewing the collection 
of information. 

Respondents: Brokers. 
Respondents: 113. 
Estimated Number of Annual 

Responses per Respondent: 1. 
Estimated Total Annual Burden on 

Respondents: 113 hours. 
Proposed topics for comment include: 

(a) Whether the collection of 
information is necessary for the proper 
performance of the functions of the 
agency, including whether the 
information will have practical utility; 
(b) the accuracy of the agency’s estimate 
of burden including the validity of the 
methodology and assumptions used; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility and 
clarity of the information collected; or 
(d) ways to minimize the burden of the 
collection of the information on those 
who are to respond, including through 
the use of appropriate automated, 
electronic, mechanical, or other 
technological collection techniques or 
other forms of information technology. 
Comments regarding this information 
collection requirement may be directed 
to the Office of Information and 
Regulatory Affairs of OMB, Attention: 
Desk Officer for USDA, Washington, DC 
20503, and to Greg Borchert, Chief, 
Planning and Analysis Division, Kansas 
City Commodity Office, 6501 Beacon 
Drive, Kansas City, Missouri 64133–
4676, telephone (816) 926–6509, fax 
(816) 926–1648. All comments will 
become a matter of public record.

Signed at Washington, DC, on August 23, 
2002. 
James R. Little, 
Executive Vice President, Commodity Credit 
Corporation.
[FR Doc. 02–22520 Filed 9–3–02; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3410–05–P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Forest Service 

Del Norte County Resource Advisory 
Committee

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice of Meeting.

SUMMARY: The Del Norte County 
Resource Advisory Committee (RAC) 
will meet on October 1, 2002 in 
Crescent City, California. The purpose 
of the meeting is to discuss the selection 
of Title II projects under Public Law 
106–393, H.R. 2389, the Secure Rural 
Schools and Community Self-
Determination Act of 2000, also called 
the ‘‘Payments to States’’ Act.
DATES: The meeting will be held on 
October 1, 2002 from 6 to 8:30 p.m.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at 
the Elk Valley Rancheria Community 
Center, 2298 Norris Avenue, Crescent 
City, California.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Laura Chapman, Committee 
Coordinator, USDA, Six Rivers National 
Forest, 1330 Bayshore Way, Eureka, CA 
95501. Phone: (707) 441–3549. e-mail: 
lchapman@fs.fed.us.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
meeting will focus on a discussion of 
the strategy for requesting and selecting 
Title II projects using 2002 and 2003 
funds. The meeting is open to the 
public. Public input opportunity will be 
provided and individuals will have the 
opportunity to address the committee at 
that time.

Dated: August 27, 2002. 
S.E. ‘Lou’ Woltering, 
Forest Supervisor.
[FR Doc. 02–22462 Filed 9–3–02; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3410–11–M

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Forest Service 

Trinity County Resource Advisory 
Committee

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA Forest 
Service.
ACTION: Notice of Meeting.
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